
KINSHIP
CAREGIVER/CAREGIVING
Kinship caregivers are relatives

who provide care for minor

children

Ex)  Grandfamilies are one of the forms

of kinship caregiving, where biological

grand or great-grandparents provide

for the care of their grandchildren. 

 WORD(s) of the MONTH
2/1       ECC- Kindergarten Registration
             Online (started 1/29-ongoing)

2/3      OFHS- Virtual PSAT Review             
            Night- 7:00 PM

2/11     OECPTA Meeting- 8:30 PM

2/11     OFHS- 8th Grade (incoming               
            Freshman) Parent Night- 
            7:00 PM

2/15     President's Day- NO SCHOOL

2/19     OFIS PTA Meeting- 8:00 AM
 
2/22     OFMS PTA & OFHS PTA 
             Combined Meeting- 7:00 PM

2/23     Falls-Lenox/ECC PTA- 7:00 PM
 

*Most events are now virtual. Contact
your building principal or visit
www.ofcs.net for details.      

 

PARENT/FAMILY/COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES &

IMPORTANT DATES*

FEBRUARY 2021 IN THE LOOP with LINK

*Source: The Ohio Statewide Family Engagement Center

If you are a grandfamily raising your
grandchild(ren), or you know someone
who fills this role and needs support, 

 please do not hesitate to reach out to
your grandchild's school. If you don't

know where to begin, start by calling or
e-mailing your grandchild's building

principal. Contact information is available
on our school website HERE. Check out
the link to the right for a new resource

for grandfamilies.
 

YOU ARE NOT ALONE!

GrandUnderstandings
 

The Ohio Statewide Family
Engagement Center has
developed resources to
support Grandfamilies.

Check out their website 
to find the

"GrandUnderstandings"
Resource Hub.
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Updates, Observations & Anecdotes for Parents

from Julianne Allen, 
Family & Community LINK Coordinator 

185,469
children in the state of Ohio

live with their grandparents.*

 GRANDFAM IL IES   
save the day!

https://www.ofcs.net/Content2/68
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/grandunderstandings/
https://ohiofamiliesengage.osu.edu/grandunderstandings/
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I 'm  not  a  For res t  Gump  super - f an  (a  Gumper ? )  but  even  I  know  that  the
t i t l e  of  th i s  s to ry  i s  a  tw i s t  on  the  c las s i c  l i ne  f rom  the  mov ie .  For res t
ac tua l l y  says  “L i f e  WAS  l i ke  a  box  of  choco la tes ”  when  reca l l ing  what  h i s
mama  used  to  a lways  say .  But  you  get  the  i dea :  i n  l i f e ,  you  never  know
what  you ’ re  gonna  get .  I  use  th i s  space  each  month  to  re lay  my  thoughts
and  f ee l ings  about  ch i ld ren  and  f ami l y  l i f e .  S ince  February  i s  the  month
when  we  are  l i ke l y  to  encounte r  a  box  of  choco la tes  I  f i gu red  I  cou ld  get
away  with  th i s  ana logy .  And  the  more  I  can  t ype  the  word  "choco la te "  the
bet te r  I  f ee l .

Back  to  that  box  of  choco la tes . . . i n  i t ,  you ’ve  got  the  sweet ,  the  c runchy ,  the
chewy ,  the  sa l t y ,  the  b i t te r sweet ,  and  the  j u s t  pla in  yucky  (myste ry  f ru i t y -

f i l l ed  choco la te ,  I ’m  ta lk ing  to  YOU . )  As  i n  l i f e ,  you  of ten  don ’ t  know  what
you ’ve  got ten  yourse l f  i n to  unt i l  you  take  a  b i te .  And  by  then  i t  i s  too  l a te .

When  ra i s ing  k ids -  whether  as  a  b io log ica l  parent ,  a  k insh ip -careg i ve r  ( see
page  1 ! ) ,  an  adopt i ve ,  fo s te r ,  or  s tep -parent -  you  never  know  what  you ’ re
gonna  get .  L ike  that  choco la te ,  some  days  (year s ? )  are  bet te r  than  other s .

As  a  new  parent ,  you  may  d i scove r  that  a l l  of  your  bes t - l a id  plans  to  be  a
per fec t  new  mom  or  dad  f l y  out  the  window .  Often  you ’ re  t rudg ing  zombie -

l i ke  th rough  your  day  because  the  new  add i t ion  i s  a  n ight  owl .  You  do  your
bes t  not  to  mess  up  too  bad ly ,  but  the re  were  so  many  th ings  peop le
conven ient l y  l e f t  out  when  they  gushed  about  how  great  parenthood  i s !

Every  day  i s  an  adventure  i n to  the  unknown  with  a  new  baby .  Adventures
can  be  fun !  Adventures  can  a l so  be  te r r i f y ing !  (Jurass i c  Park  comes  to
mind . )  When  they  hand  you  a  baby  you  don ’ t  get  to  i n te rv iew  i t  to  f ind  out
i f  you ’ l l  l i ke  th i s  model .  You  don ’ t  know  what  you ’ re  gonna  get ,  but  you
a l ready  know  you ' re  gonna  l ove  that  baby  anyway .   

As  a  parent  of  young  ch i ld ren ,  you  qu ick l y  l ea rn  that  th ings  may  not  be
what  they  seem .  One  second  your  per fec t  ange l  i s  napp ing  qu ie t l y  i n  the i r
room  and  the  next  you  are  fo l lowing  a  t ra i l  of  br ight  p ink  l ip s t i ck  on  your
ca rpet  and  wal l s  on ly  to  f ind  that  your  per fec t  ange l  has  grown  a  coup le  of
horns  AND  eaten  the  re s t  of  the  br ight  p ink  l ip s t i ck .  Unl ike  the  box  of
choco la tes ,  you  can ’ t  p ick  another  k id  j u s t  because  yours  was  ro t ten .

Hopefu l l y ,  your  per fec t  ange l  wi l l  f ind  the i r  ha lo  ( i t  might  be  a  l i t t l e  bent )

and  j u s t  l i ke  a  good  p iece  of  choco la te ,  they  are  per fec t l y  sweet  once
aga in .  S igh .

As  fo r  ra i s ing  tweens  and  teens ,  wel l ,  the re  have  been  ent i re  year s  where  I
wondered  what  I  had  done  to  dese rve  my  f a te .  I t  was  l i ke  day  a f te r  day  of
acc identa l l y  eat ing  unsweetened  bak ing  choco la te .  I t ’ s  s t i l l  choco la te ,  so
you  know  you ’ re  supposed  to  l ove  i t ,  but  i t  tas tes  awfu l  and  you  want  to
toss  i t  out .  Can  you  put  your  teenagers  on  the  curb  on  bu lk  p ick -up  week ?

Of  course  not ,  s i l l y !  ( I ’ve  i nqu i red . )  So  you  ho ld  out  hope  that  maybe
tomor row  wi l l  be  a  sweete r  day .  Maybe  not .  Maybe  you ’ l l  f ind  yourse l f
h id ing  i n  your  c lose t  eat ing  o ld  Hal loween  candy  to  escape  the  bad  moods
and  at t i tudes .  At  l eas t  with  the  Hal loween  candy ,  you  know  what  you ’ re
get t ing .  

See . . . l i f e  with  k ids  rea l l y  I S  l i ke  a  box  of  choco la tes .  You  never  know  what
you ’ re  gonna  get .  Al l  you  can  do  i s  take  the  yucky -orange -c ream - f i l l ed  days
wi th  the  de l i c ious  sa l ted  caramel  ones ,  and  l ove  them  a l l  the  same .  And
keep  a  s tash  of  o ld  Hal loween  candy  nearby .  Jus t  i n  case .

Life is Like a Box of Chocolates...and so are your kids
by Julianne Allen, Family & Community LINK Coordinator



LINK NOTES!
S T A Y

 " I N  T H E  L O O P "  

O N  T W I T T E R !
 
 
 

@ O F C S L I N K
 

@ O F C S D i s t r i c t

"In The LOOP with LINK" is published

periodically throughout the year for

parents and caregivers in the Olmsted

Falls  School District. Have an idea for

something you'd like to read about in

future issues? E-mail  your questions,

comments, and suggestions to

OFCSLINK@ofcs.net.  Thanks for reading! 

-Julianne Allen, 

OFCS Family & Community LINK

Coordinator

W H A T  I S  L I N K ?

 LINK is an acronym for 
 Learn, Inspire, Nurture,

Know. The LINK Program is a
district-wide family-

community engagement
resource. The goal of the

program is to connect the
Olmsted Falls School District
with parents and families, to

encourage two-way
communication, and to help

parents support their
children’s learning at home.  

 

IIICYMICYMICYMI
IN CASE YOU MISSED ITIN CASE YOU MISSED ITIN CASE YOU MISSED IT

All resources from the January E-Assembly for
Parents: Pandemic Pressure, including a

recording of the presentation, are available
HERE.

The next E-
Assembly Date and

Topic will be
announced SOON!
In the mean time,
catch up on what

 you missed!

TAKE NOTE! 
for attending the

FEBRUARY  2021 IN THE LOOP with LINK

e-Assembly
for Parents

https://www.ofcs.net/docs/userfiles/1227/my%20files/links%20to%20resources-pandemic%20pressure.docx?id=7786

